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NEW METRORAIL PROJECT - TIMETABLE AND BUDGET 

153. Mr T.R. SPRIGG to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
My question without notice or misogyny is directed to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  I refer to the 
minister’s ministerial statement this morning in which she stated that the new “July timetable is still well ahead 
of the original target of December 2007”, and that the project is only 60 per cent completed. 

(1) Given that Labor’s 2001 election policy states that Labor will construct the south west metropolitan 
railway to Rockingham by the end of 2004 and to Mandurah by the end of 2005, would it not be truthful 
to state that this is actually Labor’s original completion date? 

(2) With cost blow-outs of $413 million on just 60 per cent of the project, is the minister subtly saying that, 
on a pro rata basis, we can look forward to additional cost blow-outs of $275 million on the remaining 
40 per cent of the project? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
(1)-(2) When we were in opposition, we were very concerned about the decision to take the rail via Kenwick.  

We actually went to the then Court government and asked whether it would be possible for us to 
establish a select committee to investigate the best path for the rail, because it did not seem to make a 
lot of sense to us.  However, it was very difficult from opposition to get enough knowledge to make a 
decision about whether it was possible to go down the centre of the freeway, which seemed to be a 
much more logical path.  The previous government refused to do that.  When we came into government, 
one of the first questions we asked the Public Transport Authority was, “Why is it that you can’t go 
down the centre of this freeway and take the direct route into the centre of the city?”  The PTA said, 
“There is no reason.  Of course we can do it, and here is the plan.”  We then decided as a government - I 
think it was absolutely the right decision - that we would in fact make sure that this project, which 
would service the people of Western Australia for a hundred years, followed the right path.  If it were to 
take a year or two extra to get it right, and not take the project via the North Pole and not produce a 
project which was second rate and which would reach its absolute maximum capacity on day one, it 
would be worth the wait.  I can assure the house that the people of Western Australia believe this is a 
project that is worth the money and worth the wait. 

 


